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Check out the 
2010 MSU Variety 

Trials  as they 
become available: 
www.css.msu.edu

/varietytrials/ 

NOW AVAILABLE 
The 2010 TARE 

Research Booklet  
Find it at your local 

MSUE office for 
variety and 

agronomic trial 
results 

Selecting the best adapted soybean varieties for a farm is one of the 
most profitable decisions producers will make. 

According to Mike Staton, Michigan State University Extension (MSUE) 
soybean educator, growers should use several resources to make that 
decision. 

To ensure that they are selecting the best adapted and highest yielding 
varieties for their farms, producers should utilize the following sources of 
information:  

 the Michigan Soybean Performance Report 
 seed suppliers  
 their own on-farm variety trials and comparisons 
 local MSU Extension variety trials (if available)  

“If you are not utilizing any one of these sources of information, you are 
reducing the probability that you are selecting the best adapted and 
highest yielding varieties,” Staton said. “Most soybean agronomists agree 
that evaluating variety performance data from as many different 
environments (locations and years) as possible is essential to selecting top 
performing varieties.” 

The Michigan Soybean Performance Report is an excellent resource for 
comparing the yields, standibilty, maturity and white mold tolerance of 
soybean varieties across multiple locations and years. The Michigan 
Soybean Performance Report lists the oil and protein contents of all the 
varieties entered in the performance trials.  

Soybean quality (oil and protein content) is becoming an important 
issue to Michigan soybean producers as China, the largest importer of 
soybeans, is demanding soybeans that contain at least 19 percent oil and 
35 percent protein on a 13 percent moisture basis.  

“Michigan is widely recognized along with Indiana and Ohio for 
delivering high protein soybeans to international buyers. However, we 
struggle to consistently produce soybeans containing 19 percent oil,” 
Staton said. “Variety selection is the most reliable way to increase the oil 
content of your soybean crop so this information should be considered 
when identifying potential varieties for 2011.” 

The report is updated annually, and the 2010 report is available now 
from local MSU Extension offices or online at http://www.css.msu.edu/
varietytrials.  An online searchable version of the report will also be 
available after December 1, 2010 at http://www.soybeanyielddata.msu.edu. 



 
 

 

2011 Corn and Soybean 
Annual Meeting 

 

January 17, 2011 
 

8:30 am Registration 
9:00 am—3:00 pm Program 

 

Ubly Heights Country Club 
2409 E Atwater Rd, Ubly 

 

Lunch is Provided. 
 

RUP and CCA Credits Pending 
 

For more info or RSVP, contact 
Shelly or Bob at (989) 269-9949 

UPCOMING EVENTS        

Great Lakes Regional Dairy 
Conference 

 

February 3-5, 2011 
 

Bavarian Inn Lodge 
1 Covered Bridge Lane 

Frankenmuth, MI 
 

To register: www.glrdc.msu.edu 
Or call (517) 353-3175 

2011 Soybean Grower 
Meeting 

 

January 13, 2011 
 

9:00 am Registration 
 

Bavarian Inn Restaurant 
925 S Main St, Frankenmuth 

 

RSVP by calling (989) 758-2500 
 

Sponsored by Michigan Soybean 
Promotion Committee 

2011 County Dry Bean    
Annual Meetings 

 

January 18, 2011 
 Richville Legion Hall, 9890 M-46 

3/4 mile West of Richville, MI 
9 am to  12 pm 
Lunch to follow 

 

January 24, 2011 
 Cheese Haus 

770 E. Pinconning Rd. 
Pinconning, MI 
9 am to 12 pm 

Lunch to follow 
 

February 2, 2011 
Knights of Columbus Hall 

1038 S. Van Dyke Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 

10:00 Registration, Cost: $7 
10:30 am to 2:30 pm 

Lunch included 
 

RUP’s and CCA’s Pending. 
 

For more information contact 
Fred Springborn at                 

(989) 831-7500 

2011 Field Crop Pest 
Management Meetings 

 

January 14, 2011 
Shifters 

3130 w. Monroe Rd., Alma, MI 
Contact Paul at (989) 772-0911 

or Dan at (989) 875-5233 
 

January 21, 2011 
Sanilac Career Center 

175 E. Aitkin Rd, Peck, MI 
Contact Martin (810) 648-2515 

 

January 31, 2011 
Lapeer Ed-Tech Center 

690 Lake Pleasant Rd, Attica 
Contact Phil at  (810) 667-0341 

 

February 1, 2011 
Bavarian Inn Restaurant 

925 S. Main St, Frankenmuth 
Contact Emily or Sally at (989) 

758-2500 
 

RUP’s and CCA’s Pending. 
 

Registration costs vary by 
location. 

 

For more information and 
registration, contact the 
numbers listed above. 

2011 Sugarbeet Research 
Reporting Session 

 

1January 27, 2011 
 

8 am to 4 pm 
 

Double Tree Hotel 
Bay City, MI 

 

RUP’s and CCA’s Pending. 
 

RSVP to Nancy at the Saginaw 
MSUE office, (989) 758-2500 

2011 Cover Crop Workshop 
 

February 9, 2011 
Ubly Heights, Ubly, MI 

 

February 16, 2011 
Bavarian Inn Lodge, 

Frankenmuth, MI 
 

$25 preregistration,                  
$30 at the door 

 

For more information contact 
Paul Gross at (989) 772-0911 

Risk Management Meeting: 
 

Price Risk, Production Risk, and 
Environmental Risk 

 

Featured Speakers 
Dennis Stein 
Dr. Roy Black 

Bob Battel 
 

1January 25, 2011 
9:30 am Registration 

10 am to 2 pm - Program 
Franklin Inn, Bad Axe, MI 

 

Cost $15 includes lunch 
 

RUP’s and CCA’s Pending. 
 

RSVP to Bob or Shelly by calling 
(989) 269-9949 

Sugarbeet Harvesting Clinic 
for Quality and Efficiency 

 

January 25, 2011 
Richmond Brothers Farm 

7911 Murdoch, Pigeon 
 

January 26, 2011 
Kent and Olin Humm 

7240 Wisner Rd, Breckenridge 
 

For more information, contact 
Steve Poindexter, (989) 798-5848 



 
 

 

2011 Wheat Grower’s 
Meeting 

 

March 3, 2011 

 

Bavarian Inn Lodge 
Frankenmuth, MI 

 

More information to follow. 
 

For additional information, 
contact Martin Nagelkirk at 

(810)  648-2515 

UPCOMING EVENTS        

 

January 11, 2011 
(Exam Only) 

Sanilac MSUE Office 
Sandusky, MI 

 

March 3, 2011 
Huron County Expo Center 

Bad Axe, MI 
 

January 21, 2011 
Tuscola  Tech Center 

Caro, MI 
 

February 17, 2011 
Caledonia Township Hall 

Corunna, MI 
 

March 3, 2011 
Huron County Expo Center 

Bad Axe, MI 

 

March 25, 2011 
Lapeer MSUE Office 

Lapeer, MI 
 

August 19, 2011 
Huron County Expo Center 

Bad Axe, MI 
 

February 24, 2011 
Saginaw MSUE Office 

Saginaw, MI 
 

March 24, 2011 
(Exam Only) 

Sanilac MSUE Office 
Sandusky, MI 

 

March 29, 2011 
Saginaw MSUE Office 

Saginaw, MI 

Pesticide Certification Reviews and Exams 
Call the local MSU Extension Office for more  

information on Review and Exam testing times 
 

3 RUP Credits available at Reviews 
 

Registration Costs vary by location. Proceeds  go to support the    
MSU  Pesticide Education Program 

State Bean & Beet 
Symposium 

 

February 22, 2011 
 

8 am to 4 pm 
 

Horizons Conference Center 
Saginaw, MI 

Annie’s Project Mission: To empower farm women to be better business 
partners in the ever-changing and complex world of agriculture through 
networking and managing and organizing critical information.    

Annie’s Project is a six-week course for farm women to learn more about 
farming and business management. 

 

Topics Include: Communications styles, estate planning, insurance,  
business plans, cash flow, marketing, risk management and more! 

Richville, MI—Fritz’s Restaurant 
Mondays, February 7, 2011 through March 21, 2011 

5:30 pm dinner—6:00 to 9:00 pm session 
Cost: $50 

For registration information or if you have additional questions, please 
contact: 
 Bob Battel- (989) 269-9949, MSU-Extension Huron County 
 Emily Sneller- (989) 158-2500, MSU-Extension Saginaw County 

2011 Forage Technology 
Seminar 

 

March 10, 2011 

 

MSU Kellogg Center 
Lincoln Room 

East Lansing, MI 
 

For additional information, 
contact Jodie Schonfelder at 
(517) 355-0271 ext. 1114 or       

e-mail at schonfel@msu.edu   

Pesticide Applicator 
Certification Core Review 

 

Need RUP Certification Credits? 
   

February 8, 2010 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

MSUE Saginaw County 
Saginaw, MI 

Contact: (989) 758-2500 
 

February 10, 2010 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Franklin Inn, Bad Axe, MI 
Contact: (989) 269-9949 

 

Cost: $99, including Lunch 
8 RUP Core Credits 



 
 

 

INSIDE THE CROP CONNECTION 

BOB BATTEL 
Field Crops Educator 

989-269-9949 • battelro@msu.edu 
 

JEANNINE SCHWEIHOFER 
District Beef/Livestock Educator 

989-269-9949 • grobbelj@msu.edu 
 

PHIL KAATZ 
Field Crops Educator 

810-667-0341 • kaatz@msu.edu 
 

MARTIN NAGELKIRK 
Field Crops Educator 

810-648-2515 • nagelkir@msu.edu 
 

STEVE POINDEXTER 
Sugar Beet Educator 

989-758-2500 • poindex2@msu.edu 
 

MARK SEAMON 
Bioeconomy Innovation Counselor 

989-758-2503 • seamonm@msu.edu 
 

EMI LY SNELLER 
Field Crops Educator 

989-758-2504 • snellere@msu.edu 
 

DENNIS STEIN 
Farm Management Educator 

989-672-3870 • steind@msu.edu 
 

CRAIG THOMAS 
Dairy Educator 

810-648-2515 • thomasc@msu.edu 
 

BOB TRITTEN 
District Fruit Educator 

810-732-2177 • tritten@msu.edu 

YOUR THUMB 
AREA AG TEAM 

Reach any MSU Extension 
county office by calling 

 

1-888-MSUE-4-MI 
The Crop Connection is a publication of the Michigan Greater Thumb Field Crops Ag Team and is provided 
without charge to area residents. 
 

Comments or Suggestions? Please contact Emily Sneller, at 989-758-2504 or snellere@msu.com. 
 

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and 
materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, 
height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. 
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