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SOLAR ENERGY

Parking Lot Canopies
That Pump Out Power

Add up all the asphalt parking lots sur-
rounding the nation’s malls, offices, and
commuter hubs, and there’s more than
enough blacktop to pave over Connecti-
cut. Envision Solar International hopes
to transform those barren expanses into

green-energy oases by creating forests of

“solar trees.” Typically about 12 feet tall,
each treeis capped with a nearly 1,000-

square -foot canopy covered in solar cells.

Already built or being installedin a
half-dogzen California parking spots,
Envision’s high -tech sun shades not only
make the lots cooler and more comnfort -

agrove of the square shades can generate

able, they genefate clean power for the
owner of the lot. Placed in the parking
area of a typical regional shopping mall,

up to half a megawatt of power, enough to
light up about 500 homes. And since the
parking lot owmer agrees to buy the power
generated by the trees over their lifetime,
Envision can finance and install them
withno additional charges to the owner.
One day, the San Diego-based company
hopes its solar structures will help fuel
fleets of futuristic electric cars, as well.

HURRICANES
Storm Warning

Coastal dwellers take note:
The National Oceanic &
Atmospheric Administra-
tion predicts the com-

ing storm season may be
worse than usual, ushering
inup to nine hurricanes.
Yet because storm activity
has been slightly below
forecast levels in the two
vears since Katrina struck
New Orleans, vilnerable
communities may have
grown complacent. And
given ongoing migration to

coastal zones, this year’s
storms could cause more
property damage than
ever. About 53% of Ameri-
cansnow live in coastal
counties, according to the
National Research Coun-
cil, but infrastructure
planners have not factored
inlong-term climate
change effects in these
areas. Rising storm surges
and ravaged wetlands
mean coastal road and rail
links, ports, and energy
facilities are all likely to
face higher storm-related
repairs and upgrade costs,
saysthe NRC.
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