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Michigan district, which includes Bay
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BY BRIG YOUNG

Adoption by the voters in the
April, 1931 election of the proposal
to issue bonds for the erection of
a new Bay county building was a
direct result of a strenuous three-
months' campaign of education and
information, The question received
an affirmative majority in every
precinct and township but one and
in that one, through a misunder-
standing of dates, no public meet-
ing was held to explain the propo-
sition to the voters.

After the board of supervisors,
at its January meeting, had adopt-
ed a resojution ordering a refer-
endum vote on the proposition as
presented to the body by Circuit
Judge Samuel G. Houghton, the
judge and the present writer oyt~

sent to the public the mneed for a
new building to replace the old
courthouse.

Appointed Committees

At the request of Judge Hough-
ton, each supervisor appointed a
committee from his ward or town-
ship to inspect the old building
and to discuss with the judge the
needs for a new one, Beginning
late in January, these committees
began visiting the courthouse, one
or mwre coming virtually every
week day. The judge received each
committee and made a personaily
oconducted tour of the old building
pointing out the fire hazards and
describing the tremendcus burden
of expense which would be borne
by the county and property owners
should fire destroy the many rec-
ords on file. .

The
then spent some time discussing
the plan of financing which had
been worked out in detail by the
udge and which had met with

e approval of financial experts.
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Old Courthouse: Géne, But

Not Forgotten

Gunshoets of the Civilwar were still echoing when plans for this, the first Bay county
courtheuse, were discussed. The cornersténe was laid in 1868, and upon completion of
the building, then one of the attractive structures of Center avenue, all appeared well
for generations to come. .But time and progress proved differently. Sixty-three years

_ bring many changes.. During the last 20 years there had been talk of a new county
“building, that the old.ome was a firetrap endangering records which, if destroyed, prob-
-ably mever. could be replaced. ‘Finally, in 1931, the battle was won, and thus was sounded
the death knell of the old red brick courthousg at the northwest corner of Center and -
Madisen avenues.- ST T c oo
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on every committee inspection and
meeting. Detailed description of th
financing plan as outlined by the
judge was given through the col-
umns of the newspaper. - Co

A “Question and Answer” pam-
phlet describing in simple terms
the need for the new building and
the manner in which it could be !
financed was prepared and printed ,
and distributed at every meeting |
addressed by Judge Houghton.

Example Cited

That the method of carrying the
message to the people was correct
was demonstrated graphically in
one township. Meetings were ar-
ranged for Judge Houghton in cne
of the northern communities and
in Frankenlust township in the
southwest corner of the county on
one night. Judge Houghton asked
his colleague, Circuit Judge Clar-
ence S. Browne, Saginaw county,
to speak at the Frankenlust meet-
ing during the carly part of the
evening until the Bay county jur-
ist could get there from the other
meeting. Judge Browne chose to
discuss the referendum on capital
punishment, favoring its adoption.
~ Frankenlust township, incidental-
ly, was the only district in Bay
county which gave a majority in
favor of the proposition.
The task of informing the public |
as to the need for the new build- !
ing and the desirability of building !
it at once was not withcut its ha-
zards. During the latter days of the
campaign, Judge Houghton's throat
was in constant need of medical
attention, On one occasion wheén
the judge and C. L. Fox, county
auditor, and the writer were en
route to Bentley for a meeting,
the judge's car overturned in a
ditch near Pinconning. Mr. Fox
recelved a scalp wound, Judge
Houghton’s shin was barked and
the writer was Jaid up for a week
with an injured foot. But the
judge and the auditor continued
thl:e trip and attended the meet-

R,
The result at the polls was
gratifying to Judge Houghton and

.others who had given their time
and efforts” to the campaign.

Worked With Judge
on Publicity Drive

Congratulations!

—To the Citizeﬁs' and Ofélclals of Bay County .
—To the Architect, Contractors and Workmen Responsible for

Our Outstanding New Court House

An Imposing Monument to Community Development
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BAY TRUST COMPANY

Its Officers and Personnel

813.14 Davidson Building
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- URGED NEW UNIT

0ld Courthouse Ablaze Five
_Times In Two Years

BY JUDGE 8. G. HOUGHTON
Bay County Circuit Court

In January, 1931, I realized that
the Courthouse Sinking fund would
amount to more than $200,000, I
also appreciated that opportunity
for labor was fast disappeacing
and that the building of a new
county building would assist in
relieving this unfortunate situa-
tion, .

1 was fuily aware of the fact
that the old courthouse had caught
fire five times during the last
two years, by careless -use of
matches and burning cigarets:
that the interior construction of
the building was chiefly white
pine, which with its age of 64
years had resulted into a veritable
fire trap, entailing e large ex-
pense in maintenance, and so in-

ments of large sums of money
1as rent for quarters for public
officers in which to transact the
business of the county; that the
old building afforded but little
protection for the enormous pub-
lic records of Bay County.
Could No Longer Delay

For two years I had been ex-
amining the cost and efficiency
of county buildings and the prob-
able cost of a new building ade-
quate for the present and future
requirements of Bay county.
ing confronted with the steadily
increasing fire hazard; th- en-
ormous cost to other counties in
restoring such of its records des-
troyed by fire, as could be restor-
ed; the reduced cost of «:nstruce
tion and opportunity for aiding
the unemployved, I was convinced
;we could not afford to longer de-
ay.

At the January, 1931, session
of the board of supervisors a re-
solution was adopted providing for
submitting to the electors a pro-
position to authorize the construc-
tion of a new county building. The
legal requirements having bheen

important duty was to devise a
Plan to correctly inform ‘he elec-
tors as to the condition of the
M county building, the large un-
‘mecessary expense entailed by rea-

Gn_of its age and inadequacy,
the plan to defray the expense
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On Building’s Need

RED, BLUE

GREEN Neon Signs

Built to meet your requirements for outside or inside illumination.
If You Are Interested and Want Quotations Phone or Write

Bay City Phone 1502-4

G.o ‘ A. HAWKINS 204 N. Wenona Ave.
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~ J. Livingston

» Phone 3498-M ‘Essexvillg

Grand Rapids Art Terrazzo & Mosaic Co. Inc.

s

This Firm Is Noted

for

Its Quality Work

ART TERRAZZO OUR SPECIALTY

Gr;ﬁd Rapids Art Terrazzo & Mosaic Co. Inc.

563-565 Grandville Ave., 8. W.

Grand Rapids, Mich.
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Today we join thousands of other citizens of
Bay County in expressing our admiration and
_congratulations upon the completion of our
imposing New Court House. 1t
sion of confidence in the future
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