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Ice 

Ice causes two types of injury to branches and trunks. 
The weight of the ice causes trunks and branches to break. 
If the limbs do not break, the conductive tissues inside the 
stem may be injured, resulting in dieback of the plant in 
the summer. 

Plants that are regularly bent over by ice can be 
supported. Smaller plants can be supported with a bicycle 
tire inner tube looped loosely around the stems but larger 
plants require cables. The supports need to be flexible -- 
rigid supports may cause breakage at the point of support. 
Such breakage commonly occurs when wooden props or 
stepladders are placed under ice-laden branches. 

Do not try to remove the ice. It normally melts in a 
short time. Ice-covered branches are heavy, so trying to 
remove ice is likely to cause additional damage. 


